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SUBJECT: JAPANESE PRESS REPORTS SONODA-KOSYGIN MEETING 

SUMMARY: AFTER COOLING HIS HEELS FOR TWO DAYS, CHIEF 
CABINET SECRETARY SONODA FINALLY MET WITH PREMIER KOSYGIN 
APRIL 7. HE EMERGED WITH SOVIET AGREEMENT TO RESUME 
SUSPENDED FISHERIES NEGOTIATIONS, BUT REPORTEDLY AT PRICE 
OF RECOGNIZING SOVIET FISHING BOUNDARIES AROUND DISPUTED 
NORZVN ISLANDS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . TOKYO PRESS DEVOTED FRONT PAGE COVERAGE TO APRIL 7 
MEETING BETWEEN CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY SONODA AND SOVIET 
PREMIER KOSYGIN WHICH RESULTED IN AGREEMENT TO RESUME 
SUSPENDED JAPANESE-SOVIET FISHERIES TALKS. AGRICULTURE- 
FORESTRY MINISTER SUZUKI. WHO HAD ALREADY FLOWN TO MOSCOW, 

WAS EXPECTED TO RE-OPEN NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIET COUNTER 
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PART ISHKOV TODAY. 

2. ACCORDING TO KYODO PRESS ACCOUNT, SONODA PRESENTED 
SOVIETS WITH LETTER FROM PM FUKUDA CALLING FOR RESUMP- 
TION OF FISHERIS TALKS IN SPIRIT OF "FRIENDSHIP AND 

GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN JAPAN AND SOVIET UNION." FOR 
HIS PART, KOSYGIN RESPONDED WITH POINTED STATEMENT 
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THAT RESULTS OF MEETING WOULD DEPEND ENTIRELY UPON 
JAPANESE ATTITUDES - "WE HOPE MR. SONODA AND OTHER 
JAPANESE OFFICIALS HAVE COME TO MOSCOW WITH GOODWILL." KOSYGIN 
THEN MADE STRONG PITCH FOR LONG-TERM JAPANESE COOPERATION IN 
DEVELOPMENT OF SIBERIAN RESOURCES, INCLUDING RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION, 
AND CRITICIZED JAPANESE ACTIONS DURING MIG-25 INCIDENT. HE 
SAID IT WAS WRONG FOR ONE COUNTRY TO REVEAL ANOTHER’S 
ADVANCED WEAPONRY TO A THIRD COUNTRY. 

3. ALTHOUGH SONODA SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD JAPANESE 
REPORTES THAT HIS TALKS WITH KOSYGIN DID NOT TOUCH 
UPON NORTHERN TERRITORIES ISSUE, APRIL 8 ASAHI ARTICLE 
QUOTED ADMISSION OF UNIDENTIFIED "JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 
LEADER" THAT SONODA HAD IN FACT MADE CONCESSION OF 
RECOGNIZING SOVIET DEMARCATION LINE AROUND DISPUTED 
FOUR ISLANDS IN ORDER TO GAIN SOVIET AGREEMENT TO 
RESUME FISHING TALKS. ACCORDING ASAHI SOURCE, GOJ 
WOULD RECOGNIZE SOVIET LINE AS "BOUNDARY WHICH APPLIES 
ONLY TO FISHING AND HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH BILATERAL 
TERRITORIAL ISSUE.” ASAHI AND OTHER PAPERS POINTED 

OUT THAT, HOWEVER DIPLOMATICALLY EXPLAINED BY GOJ, 

APPARENT CONCESSION BY SONODA WOULD REPRESENT 
WEAKENING IN JAPANESE CLAIM TO SOVIET-HELD ISLANDS. 

4. GOJ LEADERS HAVE QUICKLY DENIED WH ANY SUCH 
TERRITORIAL CONCESSION HAD BEEN MADE OR WERE CONTEM- 
PLATED. NIHON KEIZAI REPORTED THAT FOLLOWING APPARENT 
GRILLING BY FELLOW CABINET MEMBERS ON SUBJECT AT APRIL 
8 CABINET MEETING, FONMIN HATOYAMA AND ACTING CABINET 
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SECRETARY FUJITA CHARACTERIZED ASAHI REPORT AS 
"REGRETTABLE" AND "A MISUNDERSTANDING." PM FUKUDA 
ASSERTED TO REPORTERS: "THE TERRITORIAL PROBLEM WAS 
NOT TAKEN UP AT THE SONODA-KOSYGIN TALKS. THEY 
TALKED ABOUT FISH.NOT TERRITORY." HE TERMED 
"IRRESPONSIBLE" REPORTS THAT JAPAN HAD MADE CONCESSION. 

5. FONOFF CONTACTS UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT SO FAR. 

SHOESMITH 
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